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ROUNDTABLE CONSULTATION OF COALITION PARTNERS FOR DEVELOPMENTOF RESOURCE CENTRE (27th July 2018) 

 

Introduction  

The National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP) at the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(MoHFW) is responsible for overall policy formulation, planning, implementation, monitoring and 

evaluation of the different tobacco control related activities. The overarching objectives of NTCP are 

to bring awareness about the harmful effects of tobacco use and tobacco control laws along with its 

effective implementation. In the recent past, Government of India has taken lead in various 

interventions in this area like scaling up tobacco cessation services, countering tobacco industry 

interference, containing illicit tobacco products, establishing tobacco/nicotine testing labs and so on. 

The large pictorial health warnings on tobacco products have put India on the forefront of tobacco 

control globally. 

In this context, Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research(PGIMER) Chandigarh has 

taken a lead in development of Resource Centre for tobacco control under BI 22-20 INDIA PROJECT 

(2018-2020).The project has been sanctioned to Department of Community Medicine and School of 

Public Health, PGIMER by International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease(The Union) 

under the Bloomberg Initiative for tobacco control entitled “Advancing tobacco control at national 

and sub-national level through Capacity building, MPOWER implementation, and support to 

National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP)”. This 2 years project is being conducted in states 

of Odisha, Telangana, Puducherry, and Meghalaya. These states are in the initial stages of 

implementing National Tobacco Control Programme, WHO MPOWER policies and other tobacco 

control measures and are different in respect to tobacco use prevalence, implementation of tobacco 

control measures along with low-to-moderate politico-administrative commitment for tobacco control.  

The primary goal of project is to strengthen policy and institutional framework of National Tobacco 

Control Program in these states through: 

 Capacity building, MPOWER implementation  

 Monitoring, enactment of FCTC article 5.3 policy  

 Provide support to National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP) 

 

In addition, the project aims at establishment of a Resource centre (RC) which shall serve as one-point 

reference system for all tobacco control (TC) updates and technical resource materials in the country. 

Objective 

The main objective of the consultation was to develop a framework for a resource centre for tobacco 

control which shall act as a platform for all tobacco control information and related resource materials 

in the country. 
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Program Schedule 

 
Roundtable Consultation of Coalition Partners 

to finalize the framework for Resource Centre for Tobacco Control 

Dated: 27thJuly 2018, Venue: Board Room, MAIDS, New Delhi 
 

Time Session Facilitator 

09.30–10.00 am Registration Mr. Rajeev Choudhary, Project 
Coordinator 

10.00– 11.00 am Inaugural Ceremony  
Welcome address and Introduction to 
Resource Centre for Tobacco Control 
 
Brief Introduction by Participants  
 
Address by Vice-Principal MAIDS 
 
Address by The Chief Guest 
 
Vote of Thanks 
 

 
Dr. Sonu Goel, PGIMER, Chandigarh 
 
 
Participants  
 
Dr. Sangeeta Talwar, MAIDS New-
Delhi 
Smt. Preeti Sudan, Secretary to GOI, 
MOHFW 
Dr.Rana J Singh, Dy. Regional 
Director, The Union, SEA 

HIGH TEA 

11.00 – 11.20 am  Presentation of draft structure of 
website –Resource Centre for 
Tobacco Control   

Dr. Sonu Goel, Additional Professor, 
School of Public Health, PGIMER 
 
Mr. Rajeev Choudhary, Project 
Coordinator 

11.20 – 12.00 pm Group Work – Draft Structure 
(content, design, data management) of 
resource centre 

Participants  
 

12.00 – 12.40 pm Group presentation, feedback and 
finalization of resource centre 
framework 

Group Coordinators 

12.40 – 01.00 pm Role of coalition partners in 
sustenance of Resource Centre  

Dr. Rana J Singh                                 
Dy.Regional Director (Tobacco and 
NCD Control) The Union, New Delhi 

01.00 – 01.30 pm Open discussion 

1.30 pm  – onwards LUNCH 
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Introduction by Participants 
The welcome address was followed by a formal introduction of the participants who were tobacco 

control advocates and leaders form 20 different leading organisations across the country.  The major 

collaborating partners were MOHFW, WHO-SEARO, The Union, CTFK, Vital Strategies, VHAI. In 

addition, senior officials from non-government organizations working primarily in tobacco control 

including MANT, Public Health Foundation of India, Sambandh Health Foundation, SEEDS Bihar; 

Institutions of Eminence like AIIMS Delhi and JIPMER Puducherry; Reputed medical institutes like 

MAMC, Vardhman Mahavir Medical College and National Institutes like IIHMR and NICPR; State 

Government officials from New Delhi and Punjab were also present in roundtable consultation. 

Sr. No Name  Organization  

1 Ms. Preeti Sudan Secretary (H&FW), Government of India 

2 Dr. Jagdish Kaur Regional Advisor, Tobacco Free Initiative 
World Health Organization 

3 Dr. SuneelaGarg Director Professor & Head Community Medicine, Maulana 
Azad Medical College, New Delhi 

4 Dr. Sonu Goel Additional Professor at School of Public Health, PGIMER, 
Chandigarh 

5 Dr. Rana J Singh  Deputy Regional Director, International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 

6 Dr. Rakesh Gupta  Chief Chemical Examiner/Deputy Director at Department of 
Health and Family Welfare Services - Govt. of Punjab 

7 Dr. L Swasticharan CMO, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW) 

8 Dr. Sitanshu SekharKar Associate Professor, Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate 
Medical Education & Research (JIPMER) 

9 Dr. Poonam Khattar Professor, National Institute of Health & Family Welfare, 
Government of India 

10 Dr. Anand Krishnan Addl. Prof., All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)Delhi 

11 Dr. Ravi Mehrotra Director, National Institute of Cancer Prevention and 
Research & WHO-FCTC Smokeless Tobacco Global 
Knowledge Hub 

12 Ms. VaishakhiMallick Associate Director, Vital Strategies, South Asia Policy, 
Advocacy and Communication, 

13 Ms. Jaspreet Kaur Principal consultant, South Asia communication, CTFK,  
India 

14 Mr. Deepak Mishra Executive Director, Socio Economic and Educational 
Development Society (SEEDS) 

15 Dr. Monika Arora Director: Health Promotion Division & 
Additional Professor, Public Health Foundation of India 

16 Dr. Vikrant Mohanty Head, Department of Public Health Dentistry, Maulana Azad 
Institute of Dental Sciences, Delhi 

17 Dr. Rajmohan Panda Senior Specialist - Health Systems Research & Process 
Evaluation,The George Institute for Global Health 

18 Dr. Sanjiv Kumar Director, International Institute of Health Management 
Research, New Delhi 

19 Mr. NirmalayaMukhrajee President , MANT, West Bengal 

20 Mr. Sanjay Seth Chief Executive Officer, Sambandh Health Foundation 
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